
   

 
  

234th AGM of Waterford Chamber  
MINUTE OF MEETING 

 

Date of Meeting: 8th June 2021  
 

Location: Remote by Zoom  

 

1. Opening of meeting 
The Chamber President Danette Connolly opened the meeting. DC explained the format of 
the meeting to all members present. She explained how the members could propose and 
second a motion by raising their hand on Zoom.  She also explained the voting procedure 
for the votes on the change of the Constitution and the election of Directors which was 
independently overseen by Mivoice. 

  

2. Apologies From: 
Geraldine Carbery - Tramore Golf Club 
Teresa Jane O'Mahoney – BMCI Insurance & Investments 
Jill Hincks - Passion for Creative 

   

3. Minutes of last AGM  
On the proposal of Regina Mangan and seconded by Jonathan Earl the minutes of the 
233rd AGM held on 25th August 2020 were approved and signed by the President. 

  

4. Special Resolution to Adopt the New Constitution 
The members were asked to vote on the special resolution to adopt a new Constitution. 
DC explained the main changes to the Constitution which were summarised as follows. 
 

1. To update the Constitution, to comply with the Companies Act 2014. 
2. To make changes to membership bands and rates. 
3. To change the number of Directors that can be elected by members and that can 

be co-opted by the Board of Directors. 
 

The meeting was informed that this resolution was a special resolution and required 75% 
of those attending who are entitled to vote to vote in favour of it.  

  

5. Election of Directors 
Danette Connolly explained that while 2020 was an election year for Directors that due to 
Covid-19, no election took place and the existing Board of Directors remained on for a 
further 12 months. However, the election was taking place in 2021. 10 candidates have 
put themselves forward for election and given that 10 places were required to be filled, a 
resolution was being put to the members to adopt all Directors proposed for the Board of 
Directors. This was an ordinary resolution and required a majority of 51% of those 
attending who are entitled to vote to vote in favour of it. The vote was being overseen by 
Mivoice.  
 
The voting for both resolutions took place remotely. Mivoice confirmed that both 
resolutions had passed with 100% support.  
 

  



6. Address by Danette Connolly, Outgoing President 
Danette Connolly reflected on the past 12 months and the need now to look at a brighter 
future and hoped that everyone would come out of the difficult times in a stronger 
position. DC was honoured to be President, albeit her term was restricted by Covid-19 and 
did not start until August 2020.  
 
DC noted that the Chamber was very busy behind the scenes and she was very aware of 
how Waterford had coped with the Covid crisis and thanked members for all their efforts 
over the past months. DC explained that the focus was now on supporting the business 
community and she was looking forward to seeing what Waterford could achieve into the 
future..  
 
She thanked Gerald Hurley and the Chamber team for their hard work during the year and 
she also thanked the Board of Directors for their support over the past 12 months.  
 
DC thanked the outgoing Board for their additional time and effort and wished the new 
incoming President John McSweeney all the best for his term. DC wanted to especially 
acknowledge the work of long serving Directors on the Board who had to retire due to the 
length of service such as Kieran Walsh, who was on the Board since 2012 and outgoing 
past Presidents Paul Nolan, Kathryn Kiely and Jonathan Earl.  
 
DC also wanted to acknowledge and recognise the hard work and support for the Chamber 
of John Waters who was attending and overseeing his 51st AGM. John was presented with 
a token of appreciation on behalf of the Chamber for his work.  

   

7. CEO Address 
Gerald Hurley noted that at the AGM in August last year everyone hoped that the 
restrictions due to Covid would be short lived. However, he noted that while the past 12 
months were very challenging it was one of the most engaging years in the history of 
Waterford Chamber. GH noted that the Chamber had adapted, innovated, fire fighted and 
thought on their feet and he thanked his team especially for all their hard work and effort 
in this regard.   
 
GH noted that new initiatives that have come forward such as Resurges 25x with Dr. Fergal 
O’Neill and those ideas such as Waterford as an outlet City, the establishment of a farmers 
market in the City and bringing the Greenway into the City were moving forward as 
projects as a result of this initiative.  
 
The 2020 Golf Classic was held in Tramore Golf Club last year and would be held in July 
2021 in Waterford Golf Club.  
 
The Toys4Engineers was held in September 2020 as a 3-day event despite the Covid-19 
crisis. It comprised of online conferences each day, a virtual meet the buyer event and a 
jobs fair. Toys4Engineers will be held again in September 2021.  
 
The Waterford Business Awards were held on-line in 2021 and GH thanked all of the 
sponsors and judges for their support in making it a success.  
 
GH outlined the lobbying activities of the Chamber which included meeting Senior 
Ministers, the County Council and continuing to push for a for a well-funded University of 
the Southeast.  
 
The Regional Leaders Programme had gone on-line with strong success. GH thanked the 
industry sponsors Bauch & Lomb and the educational sponsors, Waterford Chamber 
SkillNet for supporting this initiative.   
 



Waterford Chamber SkillNet had performed very well during the past 12 months adapting 
to the new Covid-19 environment. All the courses offered by Waterford Chamber SkillNet 
went on-line over 1 weekend and were being very well received.  
 
One of the most positive developments for the Chamber over the past 12 months was the 
sale of the Waterford Gift Vouchers which had increased 6-fold and GH was hoping to 
build on this momentum going forward.  He noted that the Book Centre and Waterford 
Credit Union were now selling partners of the gift vouchers. 
 
GH acknowledged outgoing President Danette Connolly who had worked tirelessly in a 
very difficult year to provide leadership to the Chamber. GH also thanked the outgoing 
Board of Directors and welcomed the incoming President John McSweeney and looked 
forward to working with John and the new Board of Directors going forward.  
 
GH also thanked members for their support during the year and looked forward to 
continuing to work with them in 2021. 
 

  

8. Presentation of 2021 Financial Statements 
Treasurer Martina Curtin presented the financial report as of 31st December 2021. The key 
elements of the accounts were as follows. 
 
The financial performance for 2020 was very strong despite the Covid-19 crisis. Income for 
2020 was €539,981 versus €455,478 for 2019. This was an increase of €84,503 or 18.5%. 
The surplus before tax for the year was €106,243 versus €41,966 for 2019. This was an 
increase of €64,277 or 153%.  There was no material increase in bad debts during 2020 
and members funds stood at €202,377 versus €109,788 for 2019. MC noted that the 
increase in cash and cash equivalents on the balance sheet was primarily due to the sale of 
gift vouchers not yet realised.  
 
MC noted that the financial year for 2020 was very strong and thanked the Chamber team 
for their work in this regard.  
 
The adoption of the year-end accounts was proposed by Niall Griffin and seconded by 
Kevin Doolin.  

  
9. Reappointment of the Auditors  

On the proposal of Neil Foot and seconded by Nuala-Browne Tracey, MK Brazil were 
reappointed as auditors for 2021/2022 

  

10 Renumeration of the Auditors  
On the proposal of Niall Griffin, seconded by John McSweeney, The Directors were 
authorised to determine the remuneration of the auditors.  

  
11. Election of Honouree Treasurer  

On the proposal of Jonathan Earl and seconded by Valerie Farrell, Martina Curtin was re-
elected as Honouree Treasurer.  

  
12. Election and address by incoming President 

On the proposal of Karen Burns seconded by Kevin Doolin, John McSweeney was elected 
President of Waterford Chamber of Commerce for 2021/2022.  
 
John took over as Chair of the AGM and thanked the outgoing President Danette Connolly 
for her role and hard work during the year. JMcS was delighted to take over the role of 
Presidency and was looking forward to supporting businesses in Waterford. JMcS in his 



role with AIB is an advocate for doing business in Waterford and is focused on working 
with all the stakeholders to develop Waterford into the future. JMcS believed that 
Waterford could deliver changes that other cities may struggle to do so and believed that 
as a Board of Directors, the Chamber could also deliver for Waterford. JMcS thanked the 
members for their support and looked forward to working with everybody in the coming 
year.  

  

13. Election of Deputy President  
On the proposal of Paul Dower, seconded by Jonathan Earl, Ciarán Cullen was elected as 
Deputy President. 

  

14.  Election of Vice President  
On the proposal of Gabrielle Cummins, seconded by Kathryn Kiely, Valerie Farrell was 
elected as Deputy President.  

  

15. Any Other Business  
John Waters congratulated John McSweeney on his election to President and thanked the 
Chamber for their kind gesture in recognising his dedication to the Chamber.  
 
There being no other business, the President thanked all the attendees and called the 
meeting to a close.  

 

 

 


